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Preface

Civil litigation is the lifeblood of private legal practice, as well as an important part of govern-
ment practice. Paralegal students are far more likely to be involved in civil lawsuits than criminal
cases, business disputes, and intellectual property suits combined. Civil litigation courses are
part of the core curriculum in every paralegal program in the country. This text was designed
to help prepare students for the practical world of divorces, car wreck cases, and medical mal-
practice claims that they will see every day in civil practice. In addition to discussing theoretical
constructs, the text offers extensive ancillary materials and supplemental material.

In Civil Law & Litigation for Paralegals, the author provides students with an in-depth analysis
of the wide variety of civil cases, laying out the basic foundation of the American legal system,
proceeding through the investigation and implementation of a civil case, and following the case
through to appeal. The premise of this book is not only to teach the basics of civil litigation
but also to give students the chance to build a skill set and create material for a portfolio that they
can show to prospective employers.

The text also addresses the specific duties of paralegals in civil practice. Each chapter presents
students with examples of the important role that paralegals play in every stage of civil litigation,
from client intake to bringing an appeal. The text balances the theoretical underpinnings of the

law with the practical examples and hands-on experience that all students need to completely
understand the topic.

KEY CHARACTERISTICS OF CIVIL LAW & LITIGATION FOR PARALEGALS
Writing Style

The author’s clear and coherent writing is one of the best features of the text. The author clearly
communicates his enthusiasm for the topic throughout the text.

Chapter Features

Each chapter has a standard format, including:

 C(learly stated chapter objectives.

Each chapter sets out 10 objectives for the student-reader.

 Introductory paragraph.

The major topics in the chapter will be set out in this lead-in paragraph.

« Material presented in a logical way.

The topics discussed in the chapter flow in a logical, common-sense manner.

« Material supplemented by numerous sidebars, charts, diagrams, and so forth.

The text contains numerous charts, diagrams, and other illustrations, as well as sidebars designed
to illuminate specific topics throughout the chapter.

» Learning styles taken into consideration.

The topics in the chapters are discussed in a variety of ways to take advantage of different
student-reader learning styles.

+ Significant cases.
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+ “Real world” flavor.

The text places heavy emphasis on the practical aspects of civil litigat%on p-racticg. Each
presents interview excerpts from paralegals who actually work in the field, including not or
overview of what brought them into the law but also their daily activities, outlined in the
the Life” sections that appear at the conclusion of each chapter.

* Eye on Ethics feature.

Ethics is crucial for any legal professional. Each chapter explores an important ethical
and explains the relevance of ethical systems for the day-to-day practice of civil law.

» Examples of court documents.

The text also presents numerous court documents for the student-reader, including co
representation, complaints, answers, discovery requests, motions, and many others. Each
court documents is annotated with an explanation of the various component parts.

* Real Paralegal Life: Building a Skill Set feature.

Each chapter al§o contains a practical application designed to help students build a spe
se‘:t..These practical applications include analyzing evidence, creating a personal court di
billing hours, and basic investigative techniques, among others.

* Creating a portfolio.

work product that will go into their portfoli
work that demonstrates the student’s ¢
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